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Membership:
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Activities

Over the past year, the Chapter has focused on identifying ways to promote interest in and
commitment to social justice among CCPA members. We have also promoted ways for
members to have an impact on the broader communities in which we live. The following are
some of our key activities

 The CSJ chapter has continued to emphasize the theme of ‘Anti-Poverty’ as a focus for
our efforts and initiatives.

 We remain committed to organizing a social justice event at each annual conference
with a view to encouraging conference participants to get active in terms of social justice
and to ensuring that CSJ leave something behind to benefit the communities where the
conference is held.

o During the CCPA annual conference in Saskatoon in May 2009, eleven
individuals spent the day building fences for Habitat for Humanity Saskatoon and
learning about the mission and success of this organization. We also held a raffle
of a lovely quilt donated by Jo-Anne Stoltz at the conference. These combined
events raised $895 for Habitat for Humanity Saskatoon.

o This year we are holding a second raffle to raise money for the Women’s
Network PEI, a not-for-profit organization that has been working with women
since 1981 to strengthen the status of women, advocate for social justice, and
improve women’s access to services. We have also set up an online process for
chapter members who are not attending the conference to make a donation in
this way to the Women’s Network PEI. The invitation to participate was sent out
to all chapter members, and we will follow up with another opportunity in May.
Our goal is to raise $1000 for this organization.



 The chapter executive has also been working to disseminate information about social
justice to chapter members, CCPA members, and the larger counselling community.

o At the CCPA conference in May 2010, we presented a workshop entitled: Stories
from the Field: Integrating Social Justice Awareness and Action into Counselling
Practice (Jo-Anne Stoltz, Sandra Collins, Nancy Arthur, & Cristelle Audet). We
had a very positive response from the workshop participants.

o This year at the CCPA 2010 conference in PEI, our workshop focuses more
directly on the issue of poverty and mental health: Getting Down to Basics –
Poverty, Mental Health, and Counsellors for Social Justice. This will be an
experiential and interactive forum for participants to explore the experience of
poverty and the roles of counsellors in addressing these needs. Friday May 14th

10:45 to noon.

o Our first official chapter newsletter was released in January, highlighting some of
the activities of the chapter and profiling several other Canadian social justice
initiatives to increase counsellors awareness of the meaning of social justice and
what social justice activities looks like in a practical sense.

o In response to the heartbreaking crisis in Haiti, the Chapter executive assembled
information about donating and/or volunteering, along with a short description of
both Haiti's rich history and the challenges it faces today. This was circulated to
both Chapter members and the broader CCPA membership in February.

 We are officially launching the Counsellors for Social Justice Web site at the 2010
conference in PEI. Please check out www.counsellorsforsocialjustice.ca.

o This Web site provides a portal for other work that we have been doing to build a
social justice interactive community site. See the direct link on the website. This
wiki site includes Chapter Bylaws and Constitution, newsletters and other
publications, updates on the activities of the Chapter, resources related to social
justice and a directory where counsellors can find and exchange information
about social justice issues. We are also building information about volunteer and
work opportunities.

o With the launch of the Chapter website, we can now provide a forum for
interactive online discussions to engage chapter members in on-going dialogue
about social justice issues and activities. The forum will provide a means for our
broader membership to become more actively involved in the chapter throughout
the year. We will continue to add other interactive features to the website over
time.

Planned Activities

 We have submitted a proposal to the CCPA Conference 2011 committee with our hope
to plan a silent auction during the conference in Ottawa. We are waiting to hear back
from the committee about our proposal. We will again select a local charity that will be
supported through funds raised in the auction.

 We plan to continue writing articles for Cognica to promote awareness of social justice
issues and practices in the counselling field. One of the members of the executive has



an article accepted for publication in the summer edition on the Save Alberta Hospital
Campaign.

 We plan to write up our research and learning from the participants in our workshop on
poverty at the 2010 conference for an article in the Canadian Journal of Counselling to
share some of what we have learned about poverty, social injustices, and mental health.

Chapter Finances

The following is a summary of the chapter finances from May ‘09 to present.

Month Debits Credits Balance
1478.92

May ‘09 11.50 Bank charges 445.00 Funds raised for Habitat 1912.42
June ‘09 10.50 Bank charges 1901.92
July ‘09 10.50 Bank charges 1891.42
August ‘09 10.50 Bank charges 650.00 Chapter fees (Feb 1’09 –

July 31’09)
2530.74

September ‘09 10.50 Bank charges 2520.24
October ‘09 445.00 Habitat for Humanity

10.50 Bank charges
2075.24

October ‘09 10.50 Bank charges 2064.74
November ‘09 10.50 Bank charges 2054.24
December ‘09 10.50 Bank charges 2043.74
January ‘10 10.50 Bank charges 2033.24

February ‘10 10.50 Bank charges 0.23 Paypal test deposits 2022.97
March ‘10 10.68 Bank charges

115.00 Translation fund
500.00 Chapter fees 2397.29

April’10 10.50 Bank charges
15.80 Lotto license (raffle)

2370.99

Notes: Paypal deposits were used to test out new payment collection through Paypal for fund
raising activities (e.g., support of Women’s Network PEI). A portion of the Habitat for Humanity
collection was sent directly from the Saskatchewan Chapter to Habitat.


